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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded that they are to re-
frain from urging action by the other
body.

f

PARENTS AND TEACHERS, NOT
WASHINGTON BUREAUCRATS,
KNOW WHAT IS BEST FOR OUR
CHILDREN

(Mr. CHABOT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, in 1992,
then Governor Bill Clinton, in his cam-
paign treatise, putting people first,
said that we need to, and I quote,
‘‘grant expanded decision-making pow-
ers at the school level, empowering
principals, teachers and parents with
increased flexibility in educating our
children.’’ That was back in 1992.

In 1999, President Clinton has dras-
tically changed his tune. When asked
just last week about State governors
wanting more freedom from Wash-
ington education bureaucrats, he ex-
pressed irritation. I will again quote:
‘‘because it is not their money,’’ he
said. If they don’t want the money,
they don’t have to take it.

With that response, President Clin-
ton summed up the utter arrogance of
Washington’s liberal elite who really
do believe that big government knows
what is best for the hard-working
Americans who earn those tax dollars.

Mr. Speaker, it is their money. Let
us send it back to those who earned it
and know best how to spend it.

f

WASTING AMERICA’S TAX
DOLLARS IN RUSSIA

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, since
1992, Uncle Sam has given Russia bil-
lions of dollars to dismantle their
weapons of mass destruction. Now, who
is kidding whom? Instead of disman-
tling, reports say Russia has built mis-
siles, submarines, and more nuclear
warheads. If that is not enough to gar-
gle with vodka, the report said that
Russia just bought 11 strategic bomb-
ers and 500 additional cruise missiles.
To boot, they say what they did not
spend, those Communist stole and
pocketed for themselves.

Unbelievable. Whatever happened to
President Reagan’s policy: Trust, but
verify. It has turned into turn the
other cheeks.

Beam me up, Mr. Speaker. Boris
might have fallen, but he keeps getting
up with our cash.

I yield back the nuclear waste of our
tax dollars spent in Russia.

STOP BALANCING THE BUDGET ON
THE BACKS OF OUR SENIOR CITI-
ZENS

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, although
the Democrats claim they are the
stand-alone founders and saviors of So-
cial Security and Medicare, their ac-
tions of late have proven just the oppo-
site.

Our Vice President, Mr. GORE, and
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr. GEP-
HARDT), our minority leader, have both
claimed that no Republicans voted for
the establishment of Social Security.
False.

Here are the facts. When the House
passed the 1935 Social Security Act on
April 19, 1935, 79 percent of the 97 Re-
publicans voted for it: ‘‘Aye.’’ When
the Senate acted on June 19, 1935, 75
percent of the 20 Republicans voted
‘‘aye.’’

Now, claims like those we are hear-
ing suggesting that Democrats have
created everything from Social Secu-
rity to the Internet are quite amusing.
Yet, the debate over the future of our
most important social program is no
laughing matter. Today’s debate
should really be about whether or not
we are now keeping the Social Security
Trust Fund safe from a Democratic
raid to pay for new programs, some-
thing they have done for over 30 years.

We must stop balancing the budgets
on the back of our senior citizens.

f

DO-LITTLE CONGRESS

(Mr. STUPAK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, here we
are in mid-November and quite frank-
ly, the Republican-led Congress has
done very little. The appropriation
bills languish and the needs of the
American people are not being met.
Now we seem to be arguing over four-
tenths of 1 percent of a cut.

Instead, the American people asked
for things that cost very little and
would improve their lives, like a Pa-
tients’ Bill of Rights so patients and
doctors can make their medical deci-
sions; like an increase in minimum
wage so everyone can enjoy the strong
economy; like 100,000 more teachers so
that we can have smaller classes. And,
Mr. Speaker, why can we not provide
prescription drug coverage for all of
our seniors.

Mr. Speaker, let us work for the
American people. Unfortunately, under
the Republican-led Congress, it is al-
ways the same old song. Tax breaks for
the rich and a tax on government.

America wants a Congress that
works for them like Democrats are
fighting for, for 100,000 teachers, 50,000
new police officers, a real Patients’ Bill
of Rights, protecting our environment

and providing prescription drug cov-
erage for all seniors, all paid for, all
paid for without busting the budget or
raiding Social Security.

f

RHETORIC AND WASTE IN
WASHINGTON

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. President, come
home and solve this final budget prob-
lem that we have here. We may again
have an across-the-board reduction in
spending to finally find the offsets to
cover the additional spending the
President wants to put forth. We need
him to return from all of these foreign
affairs trips he is taking.

It is too bad I only have 1 minute
here, because I could go on for hours
about the waste, fraud, and abuse in
the Federal Government. He claims we
cannot reduce by one penny out of $1
waste, fraud and abuse.

Here is an example. Mr. Speaker,
$14.2 billion that was for low-income
tenants for privately owned apart-
ments at the Department of Housing
and Urban Development was kept in
check and used in other Federal pro-
grams. In fact, $11 billion was used for
additional spending in other programs
that we did not even know where it
went. This kind of management is sim-
ply outrageous.

Mr. President, we need you to come
home. We can find one penny’s worth
much waste fraud and abuse in every
dollar we spend around here in Wash-
ington.

f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded that they are to ad-
dress their remarks to the Chair.

f

WALKING PAST THE GRAVEYARD
OF GOOD LEGISLATION

(Mr. WYNN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WYNN. Mr. Speaker, today the
Republicans and the Republican leader-
ship are moving toward the last days of
the session. They are on their way out
of town. Unfortunately, on their way
out of town they are going to have to
walk past the graveyard of good legis-
lation. Therein lies prescription drug
coverage for seniors, much-needed,
much-worked on, but killed by the Re-
publicans. In the graveyard of good leg-
islation also lies HMO reform. Our de-
sire on the Democratic side to pass a
real Patients’ Bill of Rights which
would give citizens the right to sue,
killed by the Republicans.

They have to walk past the grave-
yard that contains common sense gun
legislation which they failed to pass so
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